
Autumn 2009 

Hello! Welcom e to the Autum n edit ion of the 
Clevedon Paddler!  

W ye Trip Sunday 2 6 th July

  

Starting early, we met Alex at the Monmouth Rowing Club car park to shuttle back to 
Ross on Wye. After arriving at the launch site for our trip, we got changed and prepared 
for the day ahead - no sun cream needed though, as it looked to be a wet day by the 
forecast. A few of us seal-launched from the bank as the river was high. We all travelled 
at a good pace due to all the summer rain lately.  

We stopped for lunch at a convenient landing spot with various other paddlers. Only one 
problem: no toilets. Luckily, there was a good range of bushes for the lads to use but 
none for the lass (Alison). We had refreshments and food, Martin supplying chocolate 
éclairs. One we had finished, we set off in search of a toilet at the next Pub. A lovely 
paddle down to Symonds Yat admiring the great scenery but dodging the fisherman on 
the banks we arrived at the Pub for a pit stop at the start of the rapids.  

Here goes! We approached the rapids. Halfway down I decided it was time for a swim

 

not intentionally. Shortly after, Alex passed me, clinging to his boat. Luckily there was 
shallow water and could walk/swim to the side and self rescue myself. Off I go again. 
This time no problems, and the others waited at the bottom for us all to regroup before 
the final few miles. The rain started but it didn t hinder our paddling, and we even caught 
sight of a couple of kingfishers on the last stretch. We all got back to Monmouth safely, 
but not before giving young Martin a dunking as it was his last trip. (Wye d ya need an 
excuse? Ed.)  

A great days paddling, lots of thanks to Big Alex for organising it.  

Julian Hellings  

Upcoming events

  

There are a couple of Marine Lake

 

sessions left this season on October 10th and 17th. 
Pool Sessions

 

start up on October 31st at Clevedon s Strode Pool. Further details to 
follow. Also the skittle alley at the Campbell's Landing pub (21-23 The Beach, Clevedon) 
has been hired on Friday 16th October from 8pm. The pool table and dart board, right 
next to the alley, will also be ours for the evening. A small donation of 50p will be needed 
towards the hire. Maybe, if we get enough people, we could have a mini league! Keep 
your eyes on your email and on the Forum for various other events taking place 
over the winter season. If there is anything that you would like to do, drop us a 
line at events@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk.  

Editor: Alex Aspinall      



Sidmouth to Beer and back -  25th July 2009

  
Gavlar had planned a trip, so he, Martin U, Paul F, Alistair and I set off the on first 
Saturday of the school holidays, cue traffic jams and eventually got on the water 
through the waves at Sidmouth at 11:00-ish. The forecast was good: 8 to 9 mph wind 
and plenty of sunshine. There was a bit of a swell right from the start, waves coming 
from behind on the right hand side, but no problems keeping straight. The sandy cliffs 
with chalk on top looked a vivid orange against the blue sky, the sea being a murky 
brown. Enough said. 

Along the way we had intended to stop at Branscombe, but the waves were huge, and 
Gavlar told us to 'Carry straight on'. As we approached Beer Head it was even choppier, 
but we had great fun, and I enjoyed turning the corner and seeing Beer beach with cafés 
waiting.  We had to time our landings, as all beaches along there are stony; this means 
they are often steep with dumping waves (I read this in the book afterwards!). As we 
sipped our teas, I  noticed the white horses in the bay. 'Oh, look at that' I said, not at all 
worried. 'Yeah, looks like a force 4 brewing' said Martin U. It can't be true, I thought,  
the weather forecast said it would be calm  

So off we launched,  Gavlar and Martin U sliding down from the top of the beach, 
Martin U doing a fab capsize and nearly losing his hat, Paul catching it just in time. The 
water seemed a tad choppier, but we were enjoying the thrill of the ride. As we turned 
Beer Head into the full gust, I realised the weather forecaster had got it wrong Slow 
learner me. Well, the wind on the meter read wild, we were tossed about, whilst it came 
straight towards us, a bit on the left (still a south westerly) but exhilarating and quite a 
few times the gusts felt like they were going to tip me up from the front, at other times 
waves broke over me. It was like the wild south west! A 500 metre exclusion zone meant 
we could paddle up to and past  'The Napoli' or what is now left and being worked on 
24/7 by salvage operators.  Martin U has mapped the exact position and has planned 
to return with his diving buddies, once it is properly cleared. As Branscombe came into 

view, it seemed cautious to ask 
about the prevailing conditions; 
Martin U said they could stay the 
same or, they could worsen... I 
would have loved to have carried on 
back to Sidmouth, but not if  the 
weather was going to deteriorate, 
even with the rescuing skills of 
Gavlar, Paul and Martin U, so, with 

this in mind, Alistair and I decided to go ashore. Easier thought than done, but with help 
from Gavlar and under dumping waves, Alistair braced himself on to safe ground; me, I 
capsized good and proper, past caring.  The boys (Paul, Gavlar and Martin U) carried on 
to Sidmouth with ever wilder seas and landed at Sidmouth through more dumping 
waves,  Martin U going for another dip. Gavlar said it was something to do with his 
braces, not sure how straight or crooked teeth came into it, but... 

It was a fantastic day and after debriefing with 2 or 3 large shandies in the Moon and 
Sixpence pub we concluded that the weather forecasters are not to be taken at face 
value! (For m ore sea kayaking tales, visit http://www.gpriceconsulting.co.uk/kayaking/
gallery.html Ed.) 

Carol Price 

http://www.gpriceconsulting.co.uk/kayaking/
gallery.html�Ed.


MARLENS

  
I would like to say a very big thank you on behalf of the club to the following people who 
helped over the weekend.  We had many positive comments and smiling faces, which 
made the long, sunny weekend worthwhile. The Club raised £350 for MARLENS.  

Coaches

 

Martin Aspinall          Julian Hellings 
Clive Bishop          Alison Holland 

Lin Bishop          Neil Isaac 
Dan Bouvet          Mike Perrot 

And Martin Stanfield (all the way back from Germany especially for MARLENS)  

On the water

 

Alex Aspinall 
Connor Bishop 
Sheena Carver 

Chris Payne 
Siobhan Smith  

Kitting out/Admin

 

Andy Barnes          Mark Gearon 
Amy Bishop          Sophie Hellings 
Dani Bishop          Abigail Holland 

Ray Calverley          Katherine Maleman 
Stefan Chilcott          Amanda Paddon 
Adrian Eastman          Mark Paddon 

                            Bev Perry  

Steve Holland  

BCU star awards

  

Congratulations go to the following members who recently passed their BCU One Star:         

Amanda Paddon 
Mark Paddon 

Katherine Maleham 
Hamish Chilcott 

Ian Smith 

Amy Hook 
Tom Hook 
Fran Hook 
Chris Hook 
Matthew Fowler 
Tom Perry 



Outer Hebrides 2009 Harris to Taransay

  
Having spent more than a whole frustrating week of not paddling due to continuous  gale 
force winds, Sarah and I finally found ourselves in light winds on the South West coast of 
Harris on a campsite with the most stunning views across the Sound of Harris to the 
Island of Taransay. The direct crossing to Taransay from the campsite beach at 
Horgabost is only three kilometres, so we 
decided to launch on the incoming tide, paddle 
north, following the shore, cross the Losgaintir 
estuary, and land on the perfect white-sand 
beach at Rossamol for a snack and stretch 
before crossing to the prominent sand spit on 
Taransay.  

Very small surf posed no problems landing or 
launching, and suitably refreshed, we were 
soon back on the water heading for the north  
side of the Taransay sand spit. It felt like we 
were paddling in a tropical paradise, with 
turquoise water over pure white sands. 
The occasional plunging Arctic Tern and diving Black Guillemot provided the wildlife 
entertainment, and we were soon pulling the boats up onto another perfect beach. 
Lunch was  taken on the beach, after which we had  time for short a walk up the hill 
behind to admire the views. 

The crossing back  to  Harris and our campsite beach was easy, uneventful and  fairly 
quick as we were  paddling with the ebbing flow. We had a bit of a shock when we 
arrived as the previously deserted beach was now populated with tourists. Fortunately 
they were on a tight schedule and were soon ordered back on board their coaches. The 
total paddling distance was a 10km, with very light winds and a flat sea.  

Tony and Sarah Scott  

Looking  north to the sand spit with the mountains of Lewis behind 



Youth Freestyle 2009

 
Getting bored down the Lake, want something more to develop your skills  why not try 
Freestyle? 

As with any freestyle sport 

 
it s 

a bit extreme and whatever goes, 
goes.  There are specific moves 
that gain specified points for 
competition although if you can 
invent something new and 
outrageous then you will score 
big. This year Tom & Sam have 
took part in the Youth Freestyle 
series which started in April at 
Llangollen, moving on to 
Northampton (Nene), Maidstone 
(Boulters), Yorkshire (Washburn) 
and ended at Nottingham (HPP) a 
few weeks back.  You may have 
seen them in a recent issue of 
Canoe and Kayak 
magazine ..  

The days start with coaching from experienced 
freestylers, some of whom will be competing 
against you later and may be already established 
in the GB Freestyle Team.  Later in the day the 
competition begins on one or more features  a 
wave, pour over or something else with some 
volume  the competition is split between gender 
and age groups.  A fun event also takes place for 
Novices and this will generally be on an easier 
piece of water and old school moves like paddle 
spins are welcomed some bribing of the judges 
with chocolate etc. has also been known!.   

I m proud that Sam won the Series for the 12 and 
under boys having won the first 3 events for his 
age group.  Quite a success for the Club being in 
it s infancy and without any real Freestyle play spots close by

 

but don t forget the 
Mighty Cong when we have been blessed with good rainfall though. 
Next years Youth Freestyle will include greater emphasis on Club activity rather than just 
individual so with completion of the Cardiff Course getting closer who wants to join in?  

My suggested Freestyle criteria:

 

Flexibility (i.e. youth!) 
A healthy disregard for social paddling 
A reliable roll 
A boat that looks hopelessly too small to get your legs/body in 
A parent that is happy to drive you around the country 
That s w hy it s Youth Freestyle!  

Sam at the Nene giving it some bow. 

Tom s going loopy these days 

Nigel Barnes 



 

Don t forget , anyone can contr ibute to this new slet ter .  
People go on trips, send me pictures and reports (and videos). Please. 

Also, what do you all think about competitions: Caption competitions? Picture 
competitions?  

I f you w ould like an art icle published, or even a regular 
Column, just notify me at editor@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk

 

DEADLI NE FOR NEXT I SSUE 3 0 th NOVEMBER 

Steve get t ing dow n n dirty in the Tam ar 


