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Hello! This is the latest face of our newsletter -

 

the Clevedon Paddler -

 

hopefully to stay!

  

My name is Alex Aspinall. I am now taking over editing the news-
letter from Ian Reinge, and hope to continue his high standard.

    

We now have a YouTube account, to be found @ 

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ClevedonCanoeClub! If you have a video to submit please 
contact editor@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk. DO NOT send the video itself; it will be stopped by 

the mail server.

  

***

  

Committee News

  

The Club Committee has been running under strength for a little while. As you may know, The 
Club Secretary, Tania Stanfield, and the Junior Representative, Martin Stanfield, are moving 
to Germany imminently, which obviously creates further vacancies.

  

We have 3 volunteers who have offered to join us and it is the intention of the Committee to 
appoint them at the next meeting on September 2nd.

  

The volunteers are Adrian Eastman, Julian Hellings and Siobhan Smith.

  

We still have a vacancy for the Junior representative. Ideally you should be between 16 and 
18. If you are interested, please contact the Club Chair, Steve Holland, using                              
enquiry@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk, or ring him on (01275) 874090.

  

P.S. The Committee would just like to welcome Alex as the new newsletter Editor.

 

The Committee

 

***

 

YouTube

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ClevedonCanoeClub!
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The Clevedon Long Swim

  
The date was set. 6:15 meet at the boatshed, and a 6:30 launch to escort swimmers from 
Ladye Bay. Unusually me and my Dad were there first. Shortly we were joined by Martin 
Stanfield, Gavin & Carol and Alison, then Mike. Of course, no paddle is complete without the 
traditional idiocy, and Martin did not fail to deliver, sliding down the beach into the sea. No 
capsize though, which is a bit of a let down.

  

At the Pier, our posse was joined by Martin Uzzell, and we reached Ladye Bay in good time. 
There seemed to be an absence of many things chiefly swimmers, but also the Sailing club 
safety boat, and the Portishead lifeboat. Still,  Martin-getting-stuck-on-rocks (twice), a bag of 
dried apricots, and a highly humiliating bungled beach landing later, the swimmers were 
ready to go, among them Canoe Club member Paul Farmer. The gun went, and they were off! 
Soon, it was easy to tell the swimmers apart. The group ranged from gentle swimmers to 
I m-going-to-Wales ers, and everything in between.

  

The swim went off without a hitch, and soon we were on our way back to the boatshed. 500 
yards to go -

 

what could possibly go wrong?(!)

  

It wasn t long before we all decided to hold on to the end of my Dads boat, and when Mike 
offered to tow all of us, we thought it would be a laugh. What we weren t expecting was to 
steam off at top speed, ending in Martin Ss inevitable capsize, and the rest of us hastily re-
leasing the other Martin.

  

All in all, a good time was had by all, but the attendance was a bit disappointing. COME ON 
GUYS, HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE NEXT YEAR!                                                                  Alex Aspinall

 

***

  

Club Forum

 

There is a new section on the Club Forum for all you Open Canoeing types. No posts as yet, 
but there s always hope

  

***

  

BCU Star Awards

 

Congratulations go to the following members who recently passed their BCU One Star

  

Maggie Playle

 

Bev Perry

 

Stefan Chilcott

  

Well done

 

Steve Holland, Chair.

  

***
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Important News

  
If you were wondering why there was a newsletter so soon after the last one, heres why!

   
Clevedon Canoe Club has one of the largest memberships in the South West and, while many 
members don t paddle, the proportion of those that do has been increasing.

 
It also hasn t escaped the notice of the Committee that Saturday mornings have become a bit 
of a bunfight as a result.

  

With this background, an Extraordinary Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday 22nd

 

July to look at the issues of Club Structure and Membership. A wide ranging discussion was 
held and the following was agreed.

  

Saturday mornings:

 

We now intend to run Members Lake Sessions, on Saturday mornings, 
as two sessions. The first session will start at 9.45am (for 10am on the water) until 11am. The 
second session will start at 11am (for 11.15am on the water) until 12.15pm.

 

If you require Club equipment you must register your interest, and you will be given one of 
the two sessions to attend. If you do not yet have any canoeing qualifications you will be as-
signed to a Coach as before.

 

This should ensure that there is enough equipment to go round in each session. If you have a 
minimum BCU 1* or Paddlepower qualification, you are expected to kit yourself out.

 

The next session on the Lake is scheduled for September 5th. 

  

Wednesday Evenings:

 

We will now start running Member Lake Sessions on Wednesday 
evenings, starting on Wednesday August 26th from around 6.30pm, as long as the daylight 
holds out. At this stage these sessions will only be for Members who have a minimum BCU 1* 
or Paddlepower qualification and, as such, you will be expected to kit yourself out. There will 
only be one session, for which you must register your interest.

  

Membership Waiting List:

 

We have had a very large intake of new members over the last 
few months. The Committee has decided that potential new members, who have no existing 
Paddling qualifications, will be offered a place on a waiting list. This will give us the chance to 
catch up with the training requirements of our existing members. Potential new members, 
with existing BCU paddling qualifications, will be admitted without the need to go on the 
waiting list.

  

Session bookings to events@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk

   

Membership enquiries to enquiry@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk

   

***

 



  
Cl evedo n Padd l er Summer 

2009 

MARLENS

  
The MARLENS festival takes place over weekend of September 11th to 13th. Once again we will 
be supporting the Schools Training Day on Friday 11th. On Saturday and Sunday we will be run-
ning Have-a-Go sessions on the Marine Lake for the General Public, with all proceeds going to the 
MARLENS organisation.

 

MARLENS works to protect the Lake and its surrounding environment, and also provided us with 
the boatshed. As a major user of the Lake, we do what we can to support them in return. Last 
year, we contributed £402 from our activities on the Lake during the festival

  

Club Coaches will be looking after people while they are on the water but, as ever with this sort 
of thing, we need help dryside with the admin and kitting people out.

 

We also need some people to work as buddies to the Coaches.

 

If you can give us just an hour at some point over the 2 days, it would be appreciated.

  

On Saturday afternoon there will be a Bath race. We are hoping to enter at least one team. If you 
are interested in joining in, please let us know.

  

Please contact events@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk if you can help with any of the things above.

  

***

  

Clothing

  

We would like to remind everyone about the suitability of their clothing for canoeing and 

 

kayaking activity. In particular, denim clothing is not really practical, as it tends to get very wet 
and heavy, and stays wet, drawing away body warmth.

 

We would also like to warn against the wearing of trainers. They are generally quite chunky and 
can get jammed inside a boat, which could be dangerous in a capsize situation. Aqua shoes are 
generally more suitable, and a lot cheaper to replace when they get damaged!

  

***

 

Upcoming Dates

 

If you require Club equipment, please book in for these events using the contact details on page 3

 

Wednesday August 26th  Wednesday evening sessions start . 6.30pm

  

Saturday 15th August  next Marine Lake session.  11am 12pm

 

This is an extra session with no Coach support, so must be limited to qualified members, who   
require Club equipment, only. If you have your own equipment, there is no restriction.

  

Equipment hire still only £1 per session to members!
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Doggie-paddling             Alex A.

 
The Stanfields

 
As most of you know, Martin Stanfield and family have moved to Germany for a couple of 
years.

 
 Martin has played a huge part

 
in the life of Clevedon Canoe Club, and at the last AGM was 

awarded the 'young achiever'

  
award.

  
His Mum, Tania,

 
has been a

 
super secretary for the club, 

and both of them will be missed very, very much.

   
From a purely personal point of view, I would 

just like to say what an honour it has been spending time in his company.

  

He is a

 

polite young 
man, always eager to help out and a first class paddler and Level one coach.

  

I can't count the 
amount of times he's thrown me in the lake, called me 'fish face' and phoned me up pretending to 
be Clive Bishop.

  

I will miss him so much, but

 

am counting the days until MARLENS when he's 
coming back to help us.

 

Alison Holland, Membership Secretary

 

***

 

Don t forget, anyone can contribute to this newsletter. 

 

People go on trips, send me pictures and reports. Please.

 

Also, what do you all think about competitions: Caption competitions? Picture competitions? 

 

If you would like an article published, or even a regular column, just

 

notify me at editor@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 30th SEPTEMBER

 


