
Winter 2009/2010 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! It’s 
the Winter edition of the Clevedon Paddler! 

 

The River Usk—21 October 

 
This was Neil's birthday trip—a well good enough 

reason to take the day off work. It rained the 
night before but as Neil described the water level, 

it was “low, low, low”. We had to battle through 
many sections but avoided any portage. We 

racked up a full 8 miles from Sennybridge to 
Brecon but if we did the trip again, we‟d advise 

getting out at Aberan as it saves you paddling 
another 2.5 miles for little reward. Highlights of 

the trip were the three drops: the first small but 
very gnarly 

with rocks 
sticking up, the second higher but 

straightforward drop of about 3 feet, 
and the last a bit higher—just over 4 

feet—with a hole from the pour over, 

and a nasty rock hidden just below. 
(More pictures can be found on the 

club’s YouTube channel—Ed.) 
 

Gavin Price 
 

 

Congratulations... 

 
…this month go to Corey Davis, Anona Mann, Richard Aspinall, Oscar Maleham and for 

completing his Paddlepower Passport, and to Annette Colbourn, Kathy Fowler, Anna 

Foster, Mark Maleham, Steve Delve, Amy Bishop and Paul Rodgers for gaining their 1 

star awards. Also congratulations to Paul Powell, Jess Playle and John Blanshard for 

getting their 2 star awards. We hope to see them all out on the water displaying their 

newly acquired skills. 

Editor: Alex Aspinall      

http://www.youtube.com/user/ClevedonCanoeClub


Wilderness in an open canoe 

 
Recently on a trip to visit relatives in Minnesota, I had the chance to visit the Boundary 

Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. This vast area of lakes connected by rivers and portages 
stretches from Northern America right the way up through Canada.  

 
For the two day trip, I hired a fibreglass canoe and all the kit I would need (tent, stove, 

portage bag, paddling kit) from an outfitters in Ely (the Access point for the boundary 
waters - it is possible to get shuttles, tows or even floatplanes into the boundary waters 

from there). After a nights camping at a campsite on the shore of Falls Lake, my permit 
became valid and I headed out solo north towards the Canadian border. 

 

The permit system is an interesting concept. The $16 permit is used to regulate 

distribution of visitors and enforce the strict „Leave No Trace‟ rules. This meant that on 
my first day of paddling, across three lakes (and two well-used portages), I only saw two 

other groups of paddlers.  
 

In terms of paddling, it's very flat (the big lakes like Superior get up to 31ft waves, but 
the boundary waters are smaller, and so a few inches (i.e. ripples) is as big as it gets. 

There are a few small drops (around 4ft) between the lakes—probably shootable in a 

kayak—but with the only way of getting out again—by boat—nobody risks it with the loss 
of your boat meaning a long walk out through forests containing bears and wolves. As I 

was solo, I used a kayak paddle to knock off the distance quickly, covering 40 miles in 
the two days. (Using a kayak paddle?! That’s cheating!—Ed.) 

 



Wilderness in an Open canoe cont. 
 

 
Wildernesses are scary - near the Canadian border (about 11 miles from anything 

resembling civilization), I hit a submerged rock that had tumbled into the water and was 
lying a few inches beneath the surface (very scary, in a rented fibreglass boat, miles 

from anyone). Thankfully I didn't hole the boat and wobbled and slid off. Turning back to 
guarantee I made it home in two days, I found a stunning camping place on an island in 

the middle of a 20 mile long lake—the permit system means that my neighbours were on 
an adjacent island 2 miles away (as it's one group per camping place only). 

 
After paddling back via three portages, one guarded by beavers (portages are hard 

work—the paddles get in the way), I left the wilderness and arrived back to where I set 
out. (I would have just used the paddles to fend off the beavers—Ed.) 

 

All in all, it was a fantastic trip, and one which I would recommend to anyone. If doing it 
again, though, I'd refine my flat water rescue to the stage where it could be done solo in 

a sea kayak, to go faster and easier. I'd also take my own tent and wilderness gear, as it 
doubled the hire cost and the rented gear was much lower quality the boat. 

 
If you want to know more about what I got up to, or fancy some kayak/canoe based 

expeditions in the slightly less remote UK, please get in touch (my tag is bigalex on the 
forum). 

Alex Mason 
 

 

News 

 
 

The Club Website—www.clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk 
 

After 3 years the Club‟s website has been updated to a new look thanks to Siobhan Smith‟s new 
design. However, a huge vote of thanks has to go to Alex Mason for all the time and effort he has 

put in developing and coding the new site.  
I know Alex has plans for further enhancements, particularly for the Gallery page. 
 

Pool Sessions—www.clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk/events 

 
Pool sessions restart on January 9th. Further dates are posted on the Club website. Can I remind 
everybody that sessions cost £4 per person, and are payable on the door.  

If you still owe money from previous sessions please don’t forget to pay it at your next 
session. 

When booking by email, you may not receive a response but, rest assured, your request will have 
been noted. 
For future reference, if, when you arrive, the desk is no longer manned, please go to the main 

pool area and put your money in the tin before getting changed. 
 

Open Committee meeting 
 

The next Committee meeting will be held at the Walton Park Hotel on January 13th at 7.30pm, 
and is open to all Club members. We usually meet in the Walton Room. 
 

 

http://www.clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk
http://www.clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk/events


 

Don’t forget, anyone can contribute to this newsletter.  
People—go on trips, send me pictures and reports (and videos). Please. 

Also, what do you all think about competitions: Caption competitions? Picture 
competitions?  

If you would like an article published, or even a regular 

Column (yes!), just give me a shout at 

editor@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 30th MARCH 

“I told you—all the water here is frozen!” 

As you may have noticed, this newsletter was a lit-

tle bit empty. Please, I‟ll accept any article, about 

any discipline of paddlesport! 

ANYTHING! 

mailto:editor@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk?subject=newsletter

